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Issue 4/2017 of Balgarski ezik presents recent studies in onomastics and  
features papers by some of the most prominent academic and university resear-
chers of the Bulgarian onomastic system. Anna Choleva-Dimitrova’s paper, 
which opens the issue, addresses very topical linguistic problems related to the 
three-component Bulgarian name system, kindred names, in particular. In the 
same vein, the work of Boris Parashkevov interprets the question of own and 
foreign as reflected in Bulgarian family names. The author proposes an actual 
and a hypothetical semantic motivation of Turkish surnames occurring in the 
period after the Bulgarian Liberation and discusses the pushing out of words 
and nicknames of Turkish origin from the Bulgarian onomastic system. Current 
aspects of Thracian onomastics and the issue of the semantic motivation of 
names are tackled by Svetlana Yanakieva in another polemical domain of ob-
servations. 

Gergana Petkova’s article presents a complete list of Slovak anthroponyms 
and their correspondences in Bulgarian with a view to peculiarities in the inter-
pretation of mythology, confession and naming. 

Maya Vlahova-Angelova proposes a different paradigm of analysing topo-
nymy as a source of traditional environmental knowledge through discussing 
names of fruits attested in ancient place names from Western Bulgaria. 

Microtoponyms from Western Bulgaria formed by a common noun from the 
domain of hydrography or with such a common noun as a component are stu-
died in a paper by Nadezhda Dancheva, who takes special interest in words de-
noting standing water, swamps, and wet or muddy places. 

The place names in a village in the Rodopi municipality where 50 Thracian 
tombs have been discovered are discussed by Krasimir Koilov in terms of their 
linguistic and cultural significance. 

As the brief description of this issue shows, past and present meet on the 
turf of in-depth onomastic studies which provide a reliable source of linguistic, 
cultural and confessional information. 

 



By encouraging researchers to undertake thematic studies and to expand 
them towards new problem areas or within different analytical frameworks, 
Balgarski ezik remains true to its mission to publish new research in all major 
fields of Bulgarian linguistic studies based on contemporary approaches in 
linguistics. 
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