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Science has been increasingly focusing on the traditional environmental 
knowledge (TEK) not only of the so-called primitive cultures, but also of deve-
oped societies. Present-day environmental problems and search for sustainable 
development provoke the interest of scientists and other specialists to the alrea-
dy forgotten traditional practices and knowledge concerning plant biodiversity. 
Ethnobotany as an independent sub-discipline already has a great deal of cont-
ributions in the field of studying plant biodiversity, traditional agricultural prac-
tices and folk medicine. This article aims at investigating folk plant biosyste-
matics (fruit names in particular) based on data from Bulgarian toponymy. 
Representing language material of archaic origin that is transmitted orally from 
generation to generation, place names are a particularly rich source of traditio-
nal ecological knowledge since they preserve primitive thinking and naïve con-
cepts of living nature. Data for several fruit species that have not been analyzed 
yet are presented in this study: fig, mulberry, quince, apricot, raspberry, black-
berry, blueberry and strawberry, based on which a more detailed and precise 
model of the folk taxonomy of fruits is developed. The linguistic analysis of the 
names reveals that toponymy reflects variations in the biosystems of different 
communities, i.e. different means of naming the same species. What is more, it 
becomes clear that place names are the only evidence for the existence of 
certain fruit names that have already disappeared from the language. 
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