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(Abstract) 

There is a great number of Greek hymnographic works dedicated to the glori-
fication of St. Clement of Ochrid. Their authors are among the most prominent 
archbishops of Ochrid: Theofylact of Bulgaria, Demetrios Chomatianos, Constanti-
ne Kabasilas, Gregory of Bulgaria, Kosmas Metropolitan of Durrë. Some of these 
works have a medieval Bulgarian translation preserved in the Service of Saint Cle-
ment included in the Struga Menaion, an early 15th-century manuscript, no. 542 
from the SS. Cyril and Methodius National Library in Sofia. This is the only known 
copy of the translated service. The manuscript had been a family valuable of the 
Chakarov family of Struga. They have delivered it to Georgi Balaschev, who pub-
lished the service along with the parallel Greek texts in 1898.  

The composition of the service is very complex. It consists of 191 hymnic units, 
with four canons (one by Theofylact, two by Chomatianos, and one prayer canon to 
the Theotokos) and more than 50 stichera. The Short Vita by Demetrios Chomati-
anos is also included in the service. Most probably the translation was made not 
earlier than the 14th century as it exhibits late linguistic features, such as 3rd person 
possessive pronouns, great vacillation in the use of cases, translation of Greek parti-
ciples with finite verb forms. Many characteristic features of the translation give 
evidence of the translator's proficiency in both Greek and Old Church Slavonic: 
when translating polysemantic Greek words, he usually chose the most appropriate 
meaning in the particular context; in many cases he opted not for a literal translation 
but for one that was consistent with the peculiarities of Old Church Slavonic.  

Keywords: service, translation  
 

 
 Iskra Hristova-Shomova 
iskrashomova@gmail.com 

Published: 10 January 2016 
 


