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Issue 3/2021 of Balgarski ezik features papers by linguists from scientific 
centres and universities abroad whose research is focused on Bulgarian. The 
authors belong to different scientific schools but are united by their continued 
interest in the study of the Bulgarian language and its unique grammatical, lexi-
co-semantic and ethnolinguistic peculiarities in a contrastive perspective with 
other Slavic languages – Russian, Polish and Czech.  

In her paper Russian and Bulgarian Lexis Denoting Separation: A Contras-
tive Ethnolinguistic View Irina Sedakova offers an analysis of the semantics, 
usage and stylistic features of Russian and Bulgarian derivatives from the com-
mon Slavic roots děl-, lǫč- and sta- that denote different aspects of the separa-
tion of people. On the basis of lexicographic, folklore and ethnographic data, 
the author identifies shared and distinct features in micro-thematic lexical 
groups in the two languages.  

Elena Uzeneva offers An Ethnolinguistic View of the Lexis of the Tradition-
al Folk Culture of the Muslim Bulgarians from Xanthi (Northern Greece). Using 
material collected during expeditions in 2018–2019, the author sketches the cur-
rent cultural and linguistic situation in the region. Special attention is paid to the 
terminology belonging to the sphere of calendar customs and folk mythology. 

Viara Maldjieva discusses the Syntactic Paradigm in the Formal Syntactic 
Description with a view to the syntactic description within the framework of a 
normative grammar of Bulgarian. The author offers an entirely formal under-
standing of the term syntactic paradigm whose applicability in the syntactic 
component of normative grammar is illustrated with selected subparadigms that 
include formal sentence structures consisting of simple endocentric syntactic 
constructions with verbs, prepositions and nouns. 

Another contribution dealing with the syntactic description of Bulgarian is 
Elena Ivanova’s paper State as a Cause: Causal Constructions with какъвто 
and както. The author studies the capacity of Bulgarian constructions with 
какъвто and както to express causal relations between the situations described 
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in the main clause and the subordinate clause and analyses the means used by 
Russian translators to convey this kind of causal meaning. 

Jakub Banasiak presents an overview of the Semantic Contrastive Studies of 
Bulgarian and other Languages in Polish Linguistics. The paper establishes the 
main periods in the semantic study of Bulgarian with respect to the publication 
of the Bulgarian-Polish Contrastive Grammar and discusses the theoretical 
foundations and methodology of the semantic contrastive studies from the 
1970s to the present day.  

Joanna Satoła-Staśkowiak discusses The Influence of the 2020 COVID-19 
Pandemic on Bulgarian, Czech and Polish Lexis. The material is excerpted 
from the national corpora of the three languages, from parallel corpora, digital 
dictionaries and media texts and is analysed with a view to the frequency of use 
of existing words and the emergence of new words related to the pandemic. 

Two papers outside the thematic scope of the issue are also included. Nadka 
Nikolova offers an analysis of The Language Norms in the Translation of A. 
Granitski’s “За тръговско писмописанїе” (“On Commercial Letter Writing”), 
1958, from Greek into Bulgarian and presents results of the study of Anastas 
Granitski’s contribution to the establishment of language norms in the Bulgarian 
literary language of the National Revival period. The author analyses nouns 
with respect to the categories of gender, number, case and definitness/indefi-
niteness. 

The paper titled Stative Predicates in Contemporary Linguistic Theories by 
Svetlozara Leseva, Hristina Kukova and Ivelina Stoyanova presents a critical 
overview of the thematic classes of stative verbs. The goal of the study is to 
shed light on the different views of the properties of stative predicates from an 
aspectual and semantic perspective. 
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